Cadet ,

Welcome to Thunderbird Composite Squadron, Civil Air Patrol!  We, the command staff of the squadron, are glad you have taken the opportunities CAP provides for young adults to enhance your leadership and technical abilities.  As a cadet, you will receive training and experience that you will benefit greatly from in the future, especially if you take up a career in the military.  As a cadet, you will learn how to follow, lead, drill, fly, and help those in need.  The following are things you need to learn before your first promotion that are not part of the material provided to you by national headquarters.

How to acquire uniforms

CAP has two distinctive uniforms for cadets, those being BDUs (Battle Dress Uniforms,) and blues (aka Class-B uniform.)  Your first set of blues is provided to you by the Air Force, and you simply need to provide the supply officer with your size.  After that first pair, you must purchase all other uniforms yourself.  Our squadron has a limited number of BDU uniforms available to be borrowed, but they are used and must be returned before you leave the squadron.  Alternatively, you can buy most items from the supply officer through Vanguard or through surplus stores such as the Command Post.

Requirements for Curry

The Curry award is given to a cadet after he or she has completed all the requirements for Achievement One.  You will need to successfully complete all requirements for the Curry award in order to promote from cadet airman basic (the grade you are now,) to cadet airman (the next level up.)  The requirements are:

· Leadership exam, based on Chapter 1 of your Leadership Book (Learn to Lead), and AFMAN 36-2203.  Completed online.

· Drill test, done in person on your ability to drill. (Note that the Leadership exam must be done before you take your drill test.)

· CPFT, physical fitness test done every fourth Tuesday.

· Moral leadership, done by attending moral leadership class on third Tuesday. 

· You must then pass a promotion review board, where you will be evaluated on topics such as followership, the cadet oath, etc.



Chain of Command

The Chain of Command is very important to learn.  If there was no chain of command, there would be chaos.  A helpful diagram is in your leadership book, and an even more helpful diagram with the names and grades of those in the squadron holding those positions is at the squadron headquarters.  As a member of BCT flight, it is your responsibility to get your flight sergeant’s contact information at a meeting.  Remember, respect and loyalty is a two-way street, and skipping the chain of command will get you neither.

Expectations

As a member of Civil Air Patrol, you are responsible for respecting your superiors, fellow cadets, and uniforms. You as a cadet must behave in a professional manner. You are not at school or at home when you attend a CAP meeting. You are now part of a para-military organization and we expect you to represent yourself and the organization to the highest standards. This organization is meant to help you grow as an individual while part of a team.  You will be given increasing responsibilities as time goes on and you promote through the Cadet Program. The measure of your success will be the direct result of how much time and effort you put into helping yourself grow. 

Websites

There are multiple online resources that are vital to the cadet program.  These are:

www.gocivilairpatrol.com  The main CAP public website, which list major news, events, and contains all CAP regulations under the member/forms and publications section.  

www.capnhq.gov  A website only for members, containing most things you will need for
emergency services, such as SQTR sheets, online testing, and your CAPF 101 card.

www.texascadet.org  A website containing information and links for Texas wing activities, as 
well as news from the wing and other squadrons.

As a member of Thunderbird Squadron, you may also join the Yahoo! groups for Texas Wing 
and the squadron.  However, please note that these are for getting information to you, not the 
other way around.  All discussion is confined to private communication, and all information you 
wish to send up the chain of command must go to your direct superior.

We hope that as a Thunderbird Cadet, you will learn lessons valuable to you later in life, and make the most of your time in CAP.  Contact the BCT flight sergeant at the next meeting, inform them of your contact information so that you may be part of call downs.

Signed,

